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An-Nasi” and Its Impact on
the Chronology of Events in

the Prophetic Biography
ABSTRACT

The study of the chronology of events in the Prophetic
biography and the factors that influenced it, such as An-Nast’
and other related practices, is of great importance. Therefore,
considerable attention should be devoted to this type of study in
order to enhance the body of knowledge available to specialists
and readers alike. The Prophetic biography and the sciences
associated with it are of relevance to everyone. An-NasT’ refers
to the postponement or intercalation of the sacred months, a
practice adopted by the Arabs before Islam whereby the sacred
months were shifted from their divinely prescribed times and
their sanctity was postponed. Thus, a month could be treated as
permissible in one year and regarded as sacred in another,
resulting in the legitimization of what was prohibited and the
prohibition of what was otherwise permissible. The first person
reported to have introduced An-NasT’ among the Arabs was al-
Qalammas, whose name was Hudhayfah ibn ‘Abd ibn Fuqaym,
while the last of them was AbGi Thumamah Junadah ibn ‘Awf.
This practice continued until the advent of Islam. After
completing their pilgrimage, the Arabs would gather before
him, and he would declare the months sacred.

One of the consequences of An-Nasi’ was that the timing of the
pilgrimage gradually moved through all the months of the lunar
year. Thus, the pilgrimage was performed in Muharram, then
Safar, then Rabi‘ al-Awwal, and so forth, until the cycle was
completed and the pilgrimage returned to its proper time in
Dha al-Hijjah during the tenth year after the Hijrah (10 AH). In
that year, the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon
him) performed the Farewell Pilgrimage and stated: “Indeed,
time has returned to its original form as it was on the day Allah
created the heavens and the earth.” The abolition of An-Nasti’
occurred at the end of 9 AH, when Siirat al-Tawbah, verse 37,
was revealed. The Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him)
subsequently reaffirmed the prohibition of An-Nast’ in 10 AH
during his sermon at the Farewell Pilgrimage, on the ninth of
Dha al-Hijjah, the Day of ‘Arafah, when he declared that time
had returned to its original order.
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