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Syntactic Analysis by Sheikh
Muhammad al-Amin al-Shinqiti
(d. 1393 AH) in his book Dafe’
Iham al-Idtirab an Ayat al-Kitab
(Repelling the Misconception

of Apparent Contradiction in

the Verses of the Qur’an)
ABSTRACT

This study examines the approach to grammatical analysis adopted by Sheikh
Muhammad al-Amin al-Shanqiti (d. 1393 AH) in his book “Dafe’ lham al-
Idtirab ‘an Ayat al-Kitab” It explores his method and style in applying the
rules of Arabic grammar, drawing on poetic evidence and the opinions of early
grammarians from both the Basran and Kufan schools, as well as the works of
scholars of Arabic who specialized in Qur’anic parsing and exegesis. His aim
is to resolve the ambiguity and perceived inconsistency that a reader or listener
might encounter in certain Qur’anic verses.

The first section of the study presents an overview of al-Shangqiti’s scholarly
life and his most important works. It also highlights the close relationship
between Arabic grammar and Qur’anic interpretation, and defines the concept
of “grammatical analysis” both linguistically and technically.

Through a close reading of the book, the second section shows that al-Shangiti
employs a range of analytical methods and techniques in examining Qur’anic
verses that may give the impression of inconsistency in meaning. Among the
most notable of these are: referring to what is distant while intending what is
near; using the singular or dual form while intending the plural or general
meaning; ellipsis; the analysis of nouns and verbs, including the circumstantial
accusative, exception, genitive construction, and emphasis; interpreting the
meaning of the verb kad; and analyzing the semantic functions of particles
such as conjunctions, conditionals, negation, and interrogation. The study
concludes that al-Shanqiti may God have mercy on him followed a precise
analytical grammatical method grounded in Qur’anic context and supported by
classical Arabic poetic evidence. This approach makes his work a
comprehensive reference that brings together grammar and exegesis, affirming
for the reader the coherence, authenticity, and eloquence of the Qur’anic text.
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