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The Development of
Industry in the City of

Murcia
ABSTRACT

The study examines the industrial role of Murcia,
highlighting the population's engagement in craft
activities and the industrial processing of agricultural
products. It also demonstrates the diversity of
industries, including food, textile, and metallurgical
crafts, in addition to military industries that
contributed to the city's protection and linked the
economy to political and military power. This reflects
Murcia's ability to develop an integrated production
base. The importance of the topic is further elevated as
it sheds light on the intersection of geographical,
economic, and administrative factors in building the
economic power of Andalusian cities. Furthermore, it
highlights Murcia's contribution to domestic and
foreign trade networks, and its role in connecting the
Andalusian interior with Mediterranean ports. This
study also helps bridge a partial gap in specialized
research that has dedicated independent attention to
Murcia compared to other Andalusian cities.
Specifically, the problem of this study centers on the
absence of a comprehensive and accurate analytical
vision explaining the nature, limits, and characteristics
of the economic role played by the city of Murcia in
Al-Andalus, within both the Andalusian and
Mediterranean contexts. Despite scattered references
in historical and geographical sources regarding
Murcia's agricultural, commercial, and industrial
activity, these mentions have often been fragmented
and disconnected. This has prevented the formation of
an integrated picture of the city's economic structure,
its operational mechanisms, and its relationship with
the geographical, administrative, and institutional
factors that contributed to its prosperity.
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