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The Arabic Attitude on the First Gulf

War in 1980,the UAE as a Model
ABSTRACT

The positions of many regional and international powers
towards the Irag-lran war varied according to their
interests, and the position of the United Arab Emirates
was one of the most ambiguous positions towards the
war, as a result of the Emirati regime’s view of the nature
of the conflict and its repercussions on its security and
interests in the region. Since the beginning of the war, the
UAE has provided more manifestations of political,
diplomatic, financial and military support to Iraqg, and it
has emerged as a diplomatic mediator between the two
sides of the conflict, but it has maintained hidden
relations with the Iranian regime, which made its
assistance to Iraq during the war and its aftermath
questionable by the Iragi leadership.
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BBC Summary of World Broadcasts: Iran's Foreign Minister visits Oman, UAE and (39)
Qatar, April 14, 1988, Thursday, The Middle East, Africa and Latin America; 4 (A). The
Middle East; ME/0125/i.

BBC Summary of World Broadcasts: Arab committee's support for Iraq on direct talks ~ (40)
more diplomatic contacts, August 4, 1988, Thursday, The Middle East, Africa and Latin
America; 4 (A). The Middle East; ME/0221/i.
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(43) Irag Survey Group Final Report, Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD),

https://web.archive.org/web/20171012072100if /https://www.globalsecurity.org/wmd/library
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FCO 8/5831.: Iran/lraq, from FM Dubai 160720Z OCT to Priority Abu Dhabi TELNO 12 51
OF 16 October 1985, Confidential, P. 16.

FCO 8/5831: Iran/lrag: A Snippet From the UAE, from (H.B. Walker) British Embassy ~ (52)
In The United Arab Emirates to (Chanceries: Paris, Baghdad, Dubai, BIS Tehran), Abu
Dhabi, 25 September 1985, Confidential, P. 17.

FCO 8/5831: Irag/UAE, from (H.B. Walker) British Embassy In The United Arab (53)
Emirates to (Chanceries: Dubai, Kuwait, Baghdad, Washington, UKMIS, New York, BIS
Tehran), Abu Dhabi, 15 September 1985, Confidential, PP. 18-19.

FCO 8/5831: Irag/ UAE, JGT Shipman to Chancery Dubai & Chancery Muscat, 4 (54)
August 1985, Confidential, P. 20.
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List of documents and sources
First: Arabic and Arabized books:

A- Arabic books.

1-Pierre Salinger and Eric Laurent: The Gulf War - The Secret File, 11th Edition,
Publications Company for Distribution and Publishing, Beirut

2-Hanna Hilal, The Conflict over Kuwait, The Issue of Security and Wealth, Dar Sina
Publishing, Cairo, 1990 AD

3-Zaki Khairy: The Irag-lran war (issues of defending the homeland and the revolution),
Baghdad, 1987 AD

4-Salma Adnan Muhammad: Iran and the Security of the Arabian Gulf, Center for Arab Gulf
Studies, Special Series (38), Basra, 1981 AD

5-Shakir Mahmoud Wahib: The Foreign Policy of the United Arab Emirates, 1st Edition, Dar
Raslan Foundation, Damascus, 201
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6-Medhat Ayoub: The Gulf War and Arab National Security, Sawt Al-Arab Studies (1), Sawt
Al-Arab House, Cairo, 1993, pp. 83, 84, 85

7-Muhammad Hassanein Heikal: The Gulf War, Illusions of Power and Victory, Al-Ahram
Center for Printing and Publishing, 1st Edition, Cairo, 1992

8-Muhammad Hassan Al-Aidarous: Studies in Arab-lranian Relations, Dar Al-Kitab Al-
Hadith, Edition 1, Kuwait, 1999

9- Muhammad Hassan Al-Aidarous: The Islands and the Iranian Occupation as a Model for
Arab-Iranian Relations: An Archival Documentary Study, Dar Al-Aidarous for Modern
Books, Kuwait, 2002,

10- Abdel Aziz Nawar: Islamic Peoples in Modern History, Said Raafat Library, Cairo, 1960
AD,

11- Abd al-Rahim Abd al-Hadi Abu Talib: The crises of Irag and Kuwait - their dimensions
and consequences and the position of Al-Ahram newspaper towards them, Nahdat al-Sharq
Library, Cairo University, 1995

12- Abdul Rahman Muhammad Al-Nuaimi: The Struggle for the Arabian Gulf, 2nd Edition,
Dar Al-Kunuz Literary, Beirut, 1994.

13- Abd al-Razzaq Khalaf Muhammad al-Tai: The Emirati-Iranian dispute over the three
islands: the Greater Tunb. Lesser Tunb. and Abu Musa, Center for Regional Studies, Mosul,
2009

14- Ali Abdul-Hussein Abdullah: The security of the Arab Gulf in light of regional and
international changes, Raslan House, Damascus, 2011

15- Mikhail Gorbachev: Perestroika, Reconstruction and Socialist Thought, Where Are We
Going, Translated by: Dr. Abbas Khalaf, Knowledge Publishing and Distribution Company,
Baghdad, 1990 AD

16- Naji Sadiq Sharab: The Foreign Policy of the United Arab Emirates, University Book
House, Al Ain, 1987

17- Nayef Ali Obaid: The Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf: From
Cooperation to Integration, Center for Arab Unity Studies, Beirut, 1996

Ay ety i) o
1- Ronen Bergman: The Secret War with Iran: The 30-Year Clandestine Struggle Against
the World's Most Dangerous Terrorist Power, New York: Free Press, 2007.

Second: Letters and Theses
1- Fakher Abdel Rahman Ali: The Arab Countries and the Irag-lran War 1980-1988,
Master's Thesis, Institute of Arab Research and Studies, Arab Organization for
Education, Culture and Science, 1434 AH /2013 AD.
2-Falha Saleh Ahmed Al-Saleh, The United Arab Emirates’ foreign policy towards the
Arabian Gulf region 1971-1999, unpublished master’s thesis, College of Education,
University of Mosul, 2006 AD.
3- Maher Abdul Wahed Khalil Al-Douri: The United Arab Emirates: A Study of Political
Developments and the Political System, unpublished MA thesis, College of Political Science,
University of Baghdad, 1990.
4- Muayad Ibrahim Kazem Al-Wandawi: The Irag-Iran war and its impact on Arab national
security and lragi national security, unpublished MA thesis, College of Law and Politics,
University of Baghdad, 1986 AD
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Third: magazines and periodicals

A- Arab magazines

1- Al-Ahram newspaper: Issue (35221), dated 19/9/1983.

2- Al-Ahram newspaper: Issue (37478), dated 7/19/1989.

3- 1- Al-Dustour, the Jordanian newspaper, issue issued on September 17, 1994 AD

4- 1- Al-Qabas Kuwaiti Newspaper: Issue (5079), dated 214/5/1983

5- James Bell: The Politics of Hegemony, the United States of America and Iran, Journal of
International Studies (Iran and Iraq), No. 48, Publications of the Emirates Center for Strategic
Studies and Research, 1st edition, Abu Dhabi, 2003 AD

6- 1- Abdul Razzaq Khalaf Muhammad Al-Ta’i: A reading of the position of the Cooperation
Council for the Arab States of the Gulf on the Iran-lraq war, Donia Al-Watan, March 5, 2011,
see the article link: https://pulpit.alwatanvoice.com/articles/2011/03/05 /221977.htm

7- 1- Bulletin issued by Al-Mustansiriya University, Institute of Asian and African Studies
entitled: Irag OPEC Challenges, p. 9; The Iraqi Ministry of Culture and Information: Iranian
hostility to Iraq, a follow-up to the sayings of Khomeini and his associates, 3rd edition, June /
June, 1983 AD

8- 1- Maryam Sultan Lootah: The Foreign Policy of the United Arab Emirates: A Model for
the Behavior of Small Countries at the External Level, Social Affairs, Issue 144, Sociologists
Association in Sharjah, 2019

9- 1- Journal of Gulf and Arabian Peninsula Studies: Issue (42), Year 11, Kuwait University,
April/April 1980.

10- 1- Gulf Strategic Report 2017-2018: Gulf Center for Studies, Gulf House for Press,
Printing and Publishing, 2018, 2018

11- 1- Encyclopedia of a Desert Fighter: The conflict between Iran and the United Arab
Emirates, over the three islands, see the website:
http://www.mugatel.com/openshare/Behoth/Siasia2/ERAN-EMARA/sec02.doc_cvt.htm
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1- Thomas Latschan: Iran und Israel: The best of enemies, Middle East, 17/02/2014,
Permalink https://p.dw.com/p/1BAPI.

2- United Press International: The United Arab Emirates today denied Syrian newspaper
reports that American troops were sent to the country because of the Iragi-lranian war,
October 06, 1980, Monday, Abu Dhabi, PM cycle.

3- lrag Survey Group Final Report, Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD),
https://web.archive.org/web/20171012072100if /https://www.globalsecurity.org/wmd/lib
rary/report/2004/isg-final-report/ch2_anxd_img06.jpg
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BBC (British Broadcasting Corporation) Archives:

(1) BBC Summary of World Broadcasts: Arab committee's support for Iraq on direct talks more
diplomatic contacts, August 4, 1988, Thursday, The Middle East, Africa and Latin America;
4(A). The Middle East; ME/0221/1.

(2) BBC Summary of World Broadcasts: Iran's Foreign Minister visits Oman, UAE and Qatar,
April 14, 1988, Thursday, The Middle East, Africa and Latin America; 4(A). The Middle
East; ME/0125/i
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(3) FCO 8/5831: Iran/Irag, from FM Dubai 160720Z OCT to Priority Abu Dhabi TELNO 12 OF
16 October 1985, Confidential.
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(4) FCO 8/5831: Iran/lrag: A Snippet From the UAE, from (H.B. Walker) British Embassy In
The United Arab Emirates to (Chanceries: Paris, Baghdad, Dubai, BIS Tehran) , Abu Dhabi,
25 September 1985, Confidential.

(5) FCO 8/5831: Irag/ UAE, JGT Shipman to Chancery Dubai & Chancery Muscat, 4 August
1985, Confidential.

(6) FCO 8/5831: Irag/UAE, from (H.B. Walker) British Embassy In The United Arab Emirates
to (Chanceries: Dubai, Kuwait, Baghdad, Washington, UKMIS, New York, BIS Tehran) ,
Abu Dhabi, 15 September 1985, Confidential.
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